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Dr. Stephan Ariyan is Clinical Professor of Surgery, Plastic Surgery, and 
Otolaryngology at Yale University School of Medicine, and Associate Chief of 
the Department of Surgery at the Yale-New Haven Hospital.  He served as 
Professor and Chairman of Plastic Surgery at Yale from 1979 to 1991.  At that 
time, he retired from that position to attend the Graduate School of Business at 
the University of New Haven and earned an MBA in 1993.   He continues as the 
Director of the Yale Melanoma Unit at the Yale Cancer Center 
 
Dr. Ariyan received his medical degree from New York Medical College.  After 
a surgical internship at UCLA, he completed his training in general surgery as 
well as plastic surgery at Yale University School of Medicine, becoming 
certified by both the American Board of Surgery and the American Board of 
Plastic Surgery.  He was then asked to join the faculty at Yale in 1976, was 
appointed Chairman of Plastic Surgery in less than 3 years, and rose to the rank 
of tenured full Professor of Surgery in another 2 years. 
 
Dr. Ariyan is an internationally known surgeon specializing in the treatment of 
patients with head and neck cancer, breast cancer, and malignant melanoma.  
He has been recognized for the origination and development of several 
myocutaneous flaps for reconstructions of the head and neck- most notably the 
pectoralis major flap, which has become the most commonly used flap for head 
and neck reconstruction worldwide.  He established the Yale Melanoma Unit in 
1976, and continues to this day as the Director of that multispecialty team. 
 
Following the devastating earthquake in Armenia in December 1988, he was 
invited by the government of the then Soviet Union to help care for the many 
victims.  After assessing the situation, he recommended the establishment of a 
western standard plastic surgical unit to care for the reconstruction of the vast 
number of patients.  He was asked to select a team of surgeons, 
anesthesiologists, and nurses from Armenia, which he trained at Yale from 
1990-1991, with the joint collaborative efforts of the AGBU, the USAID, the 
ECFMG, and the RRC for Plastic Surgery, the Yale School of Medicine, and 
the Yale-New Haven Hospital.  That team has been successfully working 
together at the new Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Center in Yerevan since 
its opening in 1992.  The success of this effort has been used by the USAID as 
the model for the implementation of health care education in the redevelopment 
of the former Soviet Eastern European countries. 
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(continued) 
 

 Dr. Ariyan has served as an officer of a number of national professional 
organizations, including: 
 Vice-Chairman- American Board of Plastic Surgery 
 Founding President-Association of Academic Chairmen of Plastic Surgery 
 President - Society of Head and Neck Surgeons 
 President - Northeastern Society of Plastic Surgeons 
 President - New England Society of Plastic & Reconstr. Surgeons 
 Founding Chairman - National Residency Match in Plastic Surgery 
  
 Dr. Ariyan has been the recipient of several national and international 
awards, including: 
 
 Scholar Award - American College of Surgeons 
 Distinguished Service Award - Society of Head and Neck Surgeons 
 Kabakjian Award 
 Presidential Award - American Society for Head and Neck Surgery 
 Presidential Award - REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA, CIS 
 Presidential Citation –American Head and Neck Society 

  
 Dr. Ariyan has authored or co-authored more than 200 scientific papers, 
and four surgical books (one of them, The Handbook, has been published in 
three editions in English, Spanish, and Japanese).  He has served on the editorial 
boards of two surgical journals, and as a reviewer of five additional surgical 
journals.  

 
Dr. Ariyan has been a VISITING PROFESSOR at more than 50 universities and 
institutions in US, Europe, Asia, South America, and he has been invited to give 
several endowed lectureships worldwide, including: 
ISADORE GERBER LECTURER:  University of Pittsburgh 
     Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, December, 1982 
RACS FOUNDATION LECTURER:  Association of Surgeons of Asia 
     Bangkok, Thailand, February, 1987 

 BORGES MEMORIAL ORATION:   Indian Society of Head and Neck Oncology 
     Bombay, India, December 1989 

 JOHN PALMER LECTURER: University of Toronto  
     Toronto, Canada, March 1995 

 BLOCKER / LEWIS LECTURER:  50th ANNIVERSARY PLASTIC SURGERY 
                University of Texas Medical Branch 
   Galveston, Texas,  May, 1998 
 KAZANJIAN LECTURER:    American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons 

     New Orleans, LA   October 25, 1999  
SEXTON LECTURER:        Brown University School of Medicine 
     Providence, RI    May 23, 2001 

 RAFFUCCI  LECTURER American College of Surgeons, Puerto Rico Chapter 
   San Juan, PR   February 17, 2005 


